Y |t|es Qf the Crosses

1
and uf the Miracle of the Crosses

In 1504, under the reign of King
l 1, on Friday, December 20, at
9 am, the cobbler Joao Pires was |
mg from the Mass the Chapel of
Savior (Ermida do Salvador)
near the Fair Field of Barcelos, he @
d a black cross. So he decided not |
ep just to himself, what he
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The crosses appeared in the form of a black splotch

that grew until they formed a perfect cross, where the black colo
was not only on the surface but penetrated deep into the earth.
However, how much he digged it, the cross always came back.




The "miracle of the cross" produced a strong popular devotion.
That same year, on the local of the appearance of the cross,
It was erected a stone cross with the dimensions of the cross
that had miraculously appeared.

. The religious fervor generated was such that the population
demonstrated it with processions and offerings.
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The rellg_lous devotion took to the constructlon of a chapel In g

Two centuries later, it was built a magnificent temple, which |
Is now the Party epicenter of the Crosses Party/Festivities.
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By the nineteenth century (19th), the Parties/Festivities had
essentially areligious nature; there occurred hundreds of ¢
pilgrims not only from Barcelos, but throuhout the country |
and neighboring Galicia.
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The image of the Lord of the Cross is an almost life-size

Image, madeb oak, from the early sixteenth century.
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Procession of the Crosses

‘The procession of the crosses Is unigue In the
country.-and consistséot a few images.

Most-of the proce; mqn IS composed by
representatives-ef the canfraterfities of the\y/
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